Prospects for smoking treatment in individuals seeking treatment for alcohol and other drug problems.
Alcohol and drug using clients of the Addiction Research Foundation were asked about their interest in receiving treatment for cigarette smoking. Forty-six percent said that they were "moderately" to "very much" interested in attending a treatment program if it were available. Despite a consistent preference for receiving smoking treatment after their alcohol or drug problem was treated, there was moderate interest in receiving smoking treatment during the alcohol or drug treatment among those who were very interested in receiving smoking treatment in general. Seventy-one percent reported that it would be "as difficult" or "more difficult" to give up cigarettes than the drug or alcohol which brought them to the hospital for treatment. The importance of treating smoking in alcohol and drug using clients is discussed.